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Health 
threat 
in red 
states 


GOP plan to repeal 
insurance mandate 
could wreak havoc 
in many regions. 


By NoaM N. LEVEY 


WASHINGTON — The 
Senate Republican plan to 
use tax legislation to repeal 
the federal requirement that 
Americans have health cov- 
erage threatens to derail in- 
surance markets in conser- 
vative, rural swaths of the 
country, according to a Los 
Angeles Times data analy- 
sis. 

That could leave con- 
sumers in these regions — 
including most or all of 
Alaska, Iowa, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, Nevada and Wyo- 
ming, as well as parts of 
many other states — with ei- 
ther no options for coverage 
or health plans that are pro- 
hibitively expensive. 

“It’s very, very concerning 
to us,” said Denise Burke, 
healthcare analyst at the 
Department of Insurance in 
Wyoming, where the cheap- 
est plan for a 40-year-old 
consumer in most of the 
state will cost $586 a month 
next year. 

The precise nationwide 
impact of the Senate GOP 
tax plan, which would elimi- 
nate the Affordable Care 
Act’s unpopular mandate 
penalty, is unclear, as many 
forces affect how much in- 
surance costs and where in- 
surers Sell plans. 

But the legislation is 
widely expected to cause in- 
surers to raise prices or exit 
markets out of fear that 
fewer healthy people will buy 
plans if there is no longer a 
penalty for going without 
coverage. 

The risk is greatest in 
places where health insur- 
ance is already very expen- 
sive and where there are few 
insurers. 

For example, there are 
454 counties where there will 
be only one insurer selling 
marketplace plans in 2018 

[See Healthcare, A11] 
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By THOMAS CURWEN 


HARBISON CANYON, 
Calif. — During the last 
month’s heat wave, resi- 
dents of Harbison Canyon 
tried not to worry. 

Ed Humerickhouse went 
for his midday walk. Mary 
Manning designed a flier for 
the Lion’s Club while the 
children in her home day- 
care napped. Shirlee McAn- 
drews drove to El Cajon fora 
swim, and Eutha and Bill 
Scholl rested in their garden, 
sparrows fluttering around 
them. 

But with highs pushing 
110 and humidity at 2%, even 
the most routine activities 
were strained. The wind 
chimes tinkling in the dis- 
tance didn’t help. 

Fourteen years ago, the 
sky was just as blue and 
cloudless when a deer hunt- 
er 17 miles away started afire 

[See Canyon, A7] 
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Photographs by BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 
“MAYOR ED” HUMERICKHOUSE was an evacuee of the 2003 fire in Harbison Canyon, Calif. Afterward, 
the clouds of ash were so unrelenting that he would drive out of the burn area just to look at something green. 


Lessons from losses 


The 2003 fire wrecked their homes and sense of identity. 
Today, they have insights for Northern California victims. 


THE 2003 CEDAR fire destroyed 287 homes in Harbison Canyon and killed 15 in 
San Diego County. Above, a view of the community from Crows Nest Lane. 
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RETIRED federal biologist Robert van de Hoek takes a closer look at what he 
believes is a Palmer’s goldenbush in the heart of the Ballona Wetlands. 


Another rare plant might 
uproot a wetlands project 


Renegade biologist 
hopes his latest 

find brings Ballona 
restoration to a halt. 


By LOUIS SAHAGUN 


With his long ponytail, 
floppy sun hat and a peace 
symbol dangling from his 
neck, retired federal biolo- 
gist Robert “Roy” van de 
Hoek looks like a man bent 
on saving the environment. 

And when he’s crawling 
through a hole in the fence to 
sneak into the Ballona Wet- 
lands, it’s clear he’s intent on 


doing it on his own terms. 

He has, after all, released 
parasitic native plants into 
the parkin a personal strate- 
gy to battle flora he consid- 
ers invasive. And Van de 
Hoek, 60, has faced vandal- 
ism charges and a tempo- 
rary ban from Ballona for 
taking pruning shears to 
other plants he believed 
were crowding out rare na- 
tive species. 

His renegade approach 
has earned him accolades 
and adversaries in environ- 
mental circles — in part be- 
cause of his passion, and be- 
cause he sometimes gets re- 
sults. 

He’s known for eleventh- 


hour discoveries of rare 
plants in portions ofthe wet- 
lands slated for projects he 
believes will compromise the 
ecosystem. In 2010, he dis- 
covered Orcutt’s yellow pin- 
cushions, a dandelion-like 
plant, sprouting in the cen- 
ter of a $400,000 recreation 
and wildlife enhancement 
project that included land- 
scaping and a walkway. 
Work was temporarily 
halted while the walkway 
was redesigned to avoid 
harming the flowers. 

Now he says he’s discov- 
ered yet another rare plant, 
this time in the heart of the 
wetlands where Ballona 

[See Ballona, A12] 


‘Tunisian makes it 
his mission to bury 
migrants lost to sea 


‘Tam their family,’ the 
former fisherman says 
of the hundreds whose 
bodies he laid to rest. 


By MOLLY 
HENNESSY-FISKE 


ZARZIS, Tunisia — De- 
spite his injured ankle, he 
ran as best he could in his 
rubber boots to reach the 
graves. 

Chamseddine Marzoug 
was ina hurry, taking advan- 
tage of a break in torrential 
rains to check the swelling 
cemetery he has spent the 
last dozen years building for 
hundreds of African mi- 
grants who never made it to 
Europe. 

Marzoug, 51, paused to 
catch his breath this month 
in afield littered with Berber 
brand beer cans and reeking 
ofmanure. He pointed about 
half a mile north, across 
trash-strewn olive groves 
bordering the town dump, to 
two red-brick pillars that 
marked the entrance to the 
soccer-field-size cemetery 
on afinger ofland stretching 
toward Italy. 

Its an increasingly 
crowded plot of mostly un- 
marked graves. And fall is 
the season when most bod- 
ies wash ashore in southern 
Tunisia, driven by strong sea 
winds. Marzoug pointed 
again, this time to the east. 
That was the source, he said, 


ofboth the storm clouds and 
the influx of migrants: Lib- 
ya. 
At least 33,761 migrants 
have died or gone missing in 
the Mediterranean since 
2000, according to a report 
released Friday by the 
United Nations’ Interna- 
tional Organization for Mi- 
gration. Although fewer mi- 
grants have drowned this 
year than in 2016 — 2,993 
compared with 4,720 as of 
Nov. 24 — in some ways 
crossing the Mediterranean 
has become more perilous. 
The number of migrants 
reaching Europe also has de- 
creased dramatically, mean- 
ing that, proportionally, 
more of them are dying. 

One migrant died for ev- 
ery 54 who reached Europe 
this year, compared with 1 
for every 73 this time last 
year, according to the IOM. 
The organization’s officials 
blame the increase, in part, 
onmore crossings in the cen- 
tral Mediterranean, where 
93% of migrant deaths were 
reported this year, and 
where more migrants are 
traveling because of enforce- 
ment efforts blocking routes 
through the Aegean Sea and 
the Balkans. 

“Stopping migration and 
eradicating deaths at sea 
may [be] conflicting objec- 
tives. Shutting the shorter 
and less dangerous routes 
can open longer and more 
dangerous routes, thus in- 
creasing the likelihood of dy- 

[See Tunisia, A4] 
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Politics 
roiled 
by sex 
abuse 
claims 


Top Democrat steps 
aside from House 
Judiciary post as 
Trump backs Moore. 


By TRACY WILKINSON 


WASHINGTON — Sexu- 
al abuse allegations contin- 
ued to roil U.S. politics Sun- 
day, with Democratic Rep. 
John Conyers Jr. stepping 
down from a powerful House 
post and President Trump 
again voicing support for 
Republican Alabama Sen- 
ate candidate Roy Moore. 

Conyers announced he 
was stepping down as rank- 
ing member ofthe House Ju- 
diciary Committee while he 
faces an ethics investigation 
into allegations he sexually 
harassed female staffers. 

The announcement 
came shortly after House 
Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi repeatedly called on 
the Michigan Democrat to 
“do the right thing.” At the 
same time, she said he de- 
served due process. 

Conyers, 88, has denied 
the allegations. But he said 
the investigation and the al- 
legations are a distraction to 
the important work of the 
committee, which he noted 
handles civil rights cases 
and voters’ access to the bal- 
lot box. 

Pelosi, of California, de- 
fended Conyers as an “icon” 
who had “done a great deal 
to protect women” over the 
years. Asked whether she 
believed his accusers, she 
said it was up to the ethics 
committee to determine 
that. 

“I believe he will do the 
right thing,” she said on 
NBC News’ “Meet the Press” 
before he announced his 
decision to give up his 


committee post. 
The news website 
BuzzFeed reported last 


week that Conyers’ office 
paid $27,000 to settle a com- 
plaint from a women in 2015 
who said she was fired after 
rejecting the congressman’s 
sexual advances. It reported 

[See Misconduct, A9] 
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REP. John Conyers Jr. is 
stepping down as rank- 
ing member of the House 
Judiciary Committee. 


Meredith Corp. 
will purchase 
Time Ine. 

The Iowa-based 
magazine publisher 
and broadcast com- 
pany says it will pay 
$2.8 billion. NATION, A9 


Jurist embraced 
the underdog 


Harry Pregerson, a 
federal appeals court 
judge who let his con- 
science inform his 
rulings, dies at 94. 
CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Showers, then sun. 
L.A. Basin: 71/53. B6 
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